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I. Basis of the report 

1 With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "ongmally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 

Description, Pages 

1-45 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-14 as originally filed 

2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andfor 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: 
No: 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: 
No: 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: 
No: 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Claims 4,6,9,12-14 

Claims 1-3,5,7,8,10,11 

Claims 

Claims 1-14 

Claims 1-14 
Claims 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . The present invention pertains to a coating compositions for inter alia paper 
wherein a particulate pigment is used in combination with a binder. The pigment 
comprises two components, namely the first component is Calcium carbonate and the 
second component is kaolin clay. According to the present claims 1 and 8, the coating 
composition may comprise three different combinations of these first resp. second 
compounds as defined in the present claims 1 and 8. Alternatives (a) and (c) of the 
mentioned coating compositions uses a combination of aragonite and rhombohedral 
PCC in combination with kaolin clay, whereas alternative (b) only define a combination 
of any calcium carbonate with kaolin. 

2. It appears as the present set of claims do not meet the requirements of Article 6 
PCT for the following reasons: 

2.1 The present clam 1 has not been clearly defined, since it is tried to define the 
kaolin particles by using an unusual parameter "shape factor". It is hence not possible 
to compare the defined kaolin pigment with prior art, since this parameter 
conventionally not is used to defined the size and shape of the particles. Besides, the 
method for determining said parameter value has not been clearly defined in the 
description. Thus, this unclear features should instead be replaced with same 
conventionally used features for defining the size of the pigment-particles. 

2.2 It is not clear what "other substrates" that may be embraced by the wording of the 
present claim 1 . 

3.1 To use a blend of calcium carbonate and kaolin as defined in alternative (b) of the 
present claim 1 , in combination with a binder, for a coating composition is already 
known in the art. The documents D1 :WO-A-00 66509, D2:EP-A-0 949 201 , 
D3:Database WPI, AN 1993-224723 and D4:EP-A-0 768 344 do all disclose a coating 
composition as defined in the the present claim 1 (see D1, claims 1-16, examples 1,2; 
see D2, claims 1-7, example 2; see D3, whole document; see D4, claims 1-13 
examples 2,7). Thus, the subject-matter of claim 1 does not meet the requirements of 
Article 33.2 PCT. 
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3.2 Presently the separate features of the dependent claims do not appear to add any 
novel and inventive matter with regard to the disclosures of documents D1 to D4 
(Art.33.2 and 33.3 PCT). However, it appears as if a coating compositions restricted to 
embrace alternatives (a) and (c) would satisfy the requirements of Articles 33.2 and 
33.3 PCT. 
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